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MEMORIAL FOR CAR0Y,

2 Thursday, Sept, 13th, 250 people attended a
rnyrial service for Carol McEldowney held at the
tpmibridge ‘Y'. Carol was killed in a car aceident
@i week before while on her way.back East after
2 .unmer vacation,

The women and men who came to both mourn
her death and celebrate her life were involved with
Carol both politically and personally. Throughout
the past 13 years, Carol was active in many social
movements and political organizations. In the
early sixties Carol was involved in civil rights work
a1 took a number of trips from the University of
Michigan to the South. In those same years she
wne in the initial meetings that led to the creation
of Students for a Democratic Society. Carol’s push
to create a batter life for people led her to Cleve-
land in 1965 where she worked alongside welfare
mothers, It was out of such projects that the
National Welfare Rights and other origanizations
were Lo grow. It was over those same years that
Carol beeame more involved with a growing national
nnti-wat movement..... eventually leading her to be
among the firt Americans to visit North Vietnam in
1967, Not only did she learn there of the daily
horron perpetyated by the U.S. on the Vietnamese
peupte but she also experienced the strength of a
people in the midst of building a new, more humane
socicty, Carol spent the next year speaking to people
throughiout America about what she had learned.

sinee 1969 most of her energy was concentrated
on wdmen. Moving to Boston she became active with
jraad nnd Roses, a socialist women's organization.
Her nwarenesd of hoth women’s oppression and her
own luve for women were part of what went into
Enrol’s deeision to come out as a Lesbian over two
yeurs 4go. Since then she had continually sought a
Lesbian politics and devoted much energy to develop
ing a strong community. Three years ago Carol first
studied Karate—something that was to be of major
importance to her over the next few years. As a
teacher she helped build the self-confidence and
strengin of well over a hunared women, Many of
you remember the board breaking demonstration
Carol and other women did at the International
Women's Day demonstration last March. _

A good part of Carols life was there in the
room Thunsday night. Some people talked of the
particular Carol mh;dgom others read po;ms
and song. evening was spent
ruﬁ::‘ from Carol’s own journsis which she had

kept over the years.

ptwmt was striking about it all was the incredible
combination of both women and men who came
hecause they all knew Carol. Together, in one
room, we became something bigger than just our-
selves or our individual relationships and ties to
Carol, Together, in one room we could understand

that over-riding some of our differences, there are
ways in which we are tied to each other, above and
beyond our ties to Carol. All of the ways Carol
had effected both women and men over the past
13 years helped to create that sense that a new
community is possible. All of us had learned frorm
Carol—often different things— but something we

all shared too. We understood on Thursday night
that each of us us important for the whole and
that together, as a whole, we can build a better

life.

Marla and Leslic

Lots of times 1 give off the positive vibes of success,
“accomplishment, optimism, etc.~ that’s groovy. But it can
*be done'in a way which is highly individuslistic and sets me
off from other women. What i'm trying to learn to do is
to open and expose myself 10 athers by showing the pain,
misery and fear |'ve experienced on the wey, which mekes
my experfence less mysticslly sucoesshul, more sccessible
and more ordinary, which it should be for all women.

So if | feel proud of my body, | shouid share with others
the years of anguish | felt about that. Or if I feel srticulate,
{ should remind peaple how that’s a lesrned skill, not a
God-given gift. Anyone can fearn a skill with a little help

from our friends.

. from Carol's journ:!






